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date for the throne of Spain.    That he could give such
a guarantee for the future policy of his country was
unthinkable :   the King told him that this was an
outrageous request, and telegraphed an account of the
interview to Bismarck.    That was the sort of mistake
the Chancellor was hoping for.    He flooded his Press
with exaggerations and misrepresentations of what
had occurred, in order to rouse the indignation of
Germany, and let loose such a tempest of abuse on
the Emperor of the French and his Government and
his insolent diplomatic methods, that France, believ-
ing her armies to be invincible, promptly declared
war.   But the most remarkable part of Bismarck's
achievement was that not even now had King William
or his family the slightest suspicion that it was he who
had engineered the whole affair from the beginning.
The declaration of war on July 15, 1870, was re-
ceived by all Germany, excepting Bismarck and those
who  knew  the  stupendous   efficiency  of his  war-
machine, with consternation, and the Crown Princess
wrote  to her  mother in incoherent  dismay.    She
believed that the odds were terribly against Germany
and that ruin and perhaps annihilation faced her.
National feeling there, she said, was that England
ought to have prevented war by a strong warning to
France that she would not tolerate such unprovoked
aggression.   In England at the outset indignation
against France ran high, as guilty of wantonly break-
ing the peace of Europe, and the Queen shared these
sentiments to the full.   " Words are too weak/' she
wrote to her daughter, " to say all I feel for you or
what I think of my neighbours !   We must remain
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